










Client: 
Ottawa, Ontario - 

Somerset Chinatown 
Business Improvement Area

Bringing art to a functional design, in a culturally sensitive 
area and doing it across a busy downtown street, in a 
major city, may seem like a challenge. Conquering this 
challenge in cooperation with four levels of government, 
from two countries and through translators, was an 
opportunity Delcan was proud to accept when it took 
on the project management, engineering design, 
contract administration and inspection services for the 
construction of the Ottawa Somerset Street Chinatown 
Gateway Arch.

Commissioned by the Somerset Chinatown Business 
Improvement Area (BIA), the Gateway Arch is a symbol 
of prosperity, health and good fortune. Fashioned in 
Chinese imperial-style design, with nine distinguished 
golden roofs covered in glazed tiles and adorned with 
�ve symbolic coins and �ve colorful threads, it is said to 
bring blessings to the people and to the land.

Delcan provided the design for the modi�cations to the 
roadway and structural engineering of the arch, while the 
City of Beijing provided the architectural design, all non-
structural �nishings and decorative material installations, 
including a pair of Gateway Lions. Structurally, the arch 
consists of a reinforced concrete beam attached to two 
supporting reinforced concrete columns on either side 
of the road. Road modi�cations and utility relocations 
were necessary to accommodate the arch, while 
retaining street and sidewalk functions.

Twenty-six technicians and artisans from China worked 
on the project during the six months of construction, 
assembling and installing the decorative, non-structural 
elements. While a language barrier existed,

all parties adapted quickly and communicated through the 
use of hand signals when translators were not present. 
This high pro�le, one of a kind project was completed 
ahead of schedule thanks to great planning and careful 
communication between Delcan staff, the Chinatown BIA, 
City staff, artisans and community residents. The opening 
was attended by the Chinese Ambassador, a 30 member 
delegation sent from Beijing and local Ottawa politicians 
from all levels of government.
 
The Chinatown Gateway Arch has become a visual 
gateway into Ottawa�s Chinatown, a major tourist 
attraction and a focal point for many local events. It stands 
as a testament to the cooperation between international 
artisans, engineering professionals and governments. 

OTTAWA SOMERSET STREET 
CHINATOWN GATEWAY ARCH
pROJECT MANAGEMENT, ENGINEERING 
DESIGN, CONTRACT ADMINISTRATION 
AND INSpECTION SERVICES

Although not technically considered artwork, the engineering and design features, provided by Delcan, for this attractive gateway, 
are artful in the sophisticated and sensitive structural support they give to the exotic cultural elements that cover this inspiring 
community landmark.

�When we hired Delcan, 
we knew we had a 
technical expert to help us 
accomplish the mission. 
It turns out that Delcan 
was not just competent, 
but also culturally 
sensitive and community 
oriented. We were lucky 
to have Delcan as the 
engineering and project 
managing �rm to help us 
navigate and succeed in 
all the dynamics.�

- Grace Xin, Executive 
Director, Somerset Street 
Chinatown BIA
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DAVID HEARNDEN, P.ENG.
Delcan Project Manager

DELCAN.. . 
INNOVATION 
THROUGH ART

American Public Works Association - 2010 Public Works Project of the Year
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